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We are a small UK registered charity 
which is run entirely by unpaid vol-
unteers who are dedicated to help-
ing the homeless, neglected and 
abused animals of Greece.

Greek Animal Rescue relies entire-
ly on voluntary contributions to pay 
for our work. We have no office rental 
and no paid staff so for Greek animals
Every Donation Makes A Difference.

Our primary focus is to promote, 
co-ordinate and provide funding 
for sterilising campaigns. 
Greek Animal Rescue also provide 
financial and practical assistance to 
local organisations and individuals 
involved in animal welfare within 
their community. 
We lobby the Greek government 
for better,  properly implemented 
animal welfare legislation.

Find Us on:Find Us on:
Greek Animal Rescue
PO Box 336
Woodbridge 
Suffolk, IP13 0WR

info@greekanimalrescue.com
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Any concerns regarding Mediterranean Diseases
please email info@greekanimalrescue.com 

marked for the attention of Diane Chapman or contact:
Gillian 07795-170222/Michele 07980-260048/Fi 07585-605782

LEISHMANIA in dogs is a disease contracted by a bite from an infected 
sandfly, and can lay dormant with no impact for several years.  For this rea-
son we ask all our adopters to test their dog annually as it is not unheard 
of that a dog testing negative could test positive later on.  Leishmania is 
not curable but if it becomes active it can be controlled in the majority of 
cases with various drugs allowing the dog to live a normal life.   We have 
become aware that many dogs are not being tested annually and would 
reiterate the importance of this.

If you have adopted a dog through GAR before you will have received ad-
vice notes and a form that can be used to send a blood sample to Liverpool 
University for testing at a reduced price for all GAR dogs.

As a precaution we test all of our dogs for the following Mediterranean  
diseases which if found positive and active are treated prior to adoption:                             
Leishmania.    Erlichea.     Babesia.     Anaplasmosis.      Dirofilaria. 

We strive to have the dog’s most recent blood test results sent with their 
passport so that they may form a historical baseline to work from.
None of these tests are a DEFRA requirement for a dog to enter the UK but 
as a responsible charity we insist they are carried out.   When you adopt 
one of our dogs you will be asked to sign a declaration to say that you will 
carry out these yearly blood tests.

If you are concerned about any symptoms your dog is showing including 
lameness, hair loss, nose bleed, lethargy, unexplained weight loss, eye 
issues, overlong brittle nails, skin lesions to name the most common signs, 
please contact us before rushing to your vet.
Less commons signs could be vomiting, diarrhoea, fever, pale gums, ex-
cessive drinking or indeed anything unusual in your dog.  Again please 
contact us before rushing to your vet. 

Please note:    Direct dog to human transmission has never been reported.
Gillian Samarasekera - GAR Trustee

Kyriakos Mitsotakis, the Prime Min-
ister of Greece, for the first time 
ever, visited a shelter and rescued 
a dog named Peanut. This is a huge 
event for Greek animal welfare. 
There are a lot of arguments heard, that it is 

grandstanding 
and he's doing 
it just for votes 
etc. The res-
cuers we work 
with across the 
country don't 
care for any of 
these, the bot-
tom line is that 
the prime min-
ister visited a 
shelter and that 

the problem of animal welfare in Greece has 
been acknowledged.
This perhaps gives hope for a change in people's mentality, 
and that the work we do and the individuals and rescues we 
work with may improve in future.
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It was late September 2020 when 
we arrived at our gorgeous villa for 
10 whole days in the peaceful hills 
of Skopelos Island. 

We quickly unpacked and spread out on our 
loungers by the pool. After a lengthy lockdown 
in the UK it was the perfect antidote to be in the 
sunshine again, in fact a perfect moment to crack 
open a bottle of wine! 

As I headed to find a cork-
screw I was met by a screech-
ing scrawny tabby cat cross-
ing the garden path, she was 
painfully thin and clearly very 
hungry. As I was fetching our 
wine, I fed her some of our 
ham which she wolfed down 
ravenously. As I stroked her 
I could see she was a new 
mum and I was quite amazed 
at how friendly she was. I 
wondered what happened 
to her kittens? She hung out 
with us for a very short time 
then disappeared.

The following day Neil and 
I were in the supermarket 
and I grabbed a few packs 
of cat food in case our 
new furry friend returned. 
When we got back, there 
she was waiting for us 
outside the villa wailing for 
her food! It was so good 
to give her a proper feed. 
She vanished again as be-
fore, but this time returned 
closely accompanied by 
two bouncing tiny balls of 
fur! I turned to my hus-
band Neil and said “looks 
like we’re going to need 
more cat food tomorrow!”

We hung out with 
them the entire 
holiday and took 
care of them, they 
were so full of per-
sonality with such 
delightful charac-
ters, we named 
them Pickle, Ouzo 
and Espresso. It 
was an honour 
witnessing Pick-
le being such an 
amazing mother 
to her babies and 
teaching them 
everything they 
needed to be great 
cats! Inevitably our 
bond deepened.

When the last day of our holiday arrived, I felt sick at the 
thought of leaving them. I had heard that the hills of Sko-
pelos go very quiet at the end of season - even quieter with 
covid - and with the harsh winters cats are forced to go into 
town which is unfamiliar territory to find food, where they 
either get killed by cars or die of starvation. I simply couldn’t 
leave them to perish!

We were due to leave for the UK the next morning. With very 
little time to think (and very little sleep!) I made the decision 
to come back to Skopelos and bring them home. After some 
diary juggling, I was back on the island 3 days later. I had no 
idea how I was going to bring them into the UK, all I knew 
was that I was determined to find them a chance of happy 
loving homes. I just hoped they would be there when I re-
turned to the villa!  

With great relief, Pickle, Ouzo and Espresso finally showed 
up, 2 days later. Poor little kitties were skinny and starving. 
I was so ecstatic to see them again, thank goodness they 
hadn’t moved on! I avidly researched all routes and options, 
it was quite a roller-coaster ride, hitting a number of road 
blocks along the way. As hope was waning, my phone trilled, 
a sunny voice was at the other end, it was Diane (Chap-
man) from Greek Animal Rescue returning my call. She 
couldn’t have called at a better time! We spoke for nearly 
two hours as she explained patiently and in great detail how 
GAR could help bring my new furry friends home to safety. 

She was my absolute saviour! All I needed to do was to find 
a vet that would give them their vaccines, passports and 
microchips and then we would journey on from Skopelos Is-
land to Athens, no mean feat but I was full of determination!

There’s so much more to my story but I’m conscious I’m 
running out of newsletter space! But WE MADE IT! On No-
vember 22nd, Diane and Michelle were their personal pet 
passengers accompanied by 7 other rescued pets. Wow 
what a journey for us all! It would be nearly two months ‘til I 
saw my little gang again, so they had a little holiday them-
selves, thanks to the help of the wonderful Let’s Be Smart 
cat sanctuary.

When they finally hit UK soil, I cried with joy, it was so won-
derful seeing them again. Ouzo and Espresso spent the 
whole Christmas period with us before we re-homed them 
to a lovely young family in South London, the kitties were 

delighted to be with their new family, particularly so, as their 
garden backs on to a large cemetery where they can now play 
with mice instead of Greek lizards! 

And Pickle? Well I 
couldn’t let her go, we 
were so part of each 
other’s massive journey, 
she’s become part of 
our family, a sister to our 
3 pudgy, UK cats. Who 
would have thought the 
day we met, that this 
bundle of fluff would 
cross that garden path 
straight into my heart!

Kate Henderson

20 years ago I started 
visiting the Greek is-
land of Skopelos and 10 
years ago I moved here 

When I first came to visit  the 
island the situation with the 
stray cats and dogs was des-
perate. New born kittens and 
puppies everywhere.
Dogs and cats everywhere begging 
for food and shelter, dogs chained to 
barrels left there without anyone to 
look after them. No one was neuter-
ing them at that time.

One of the first things I did was to 
form an official charity. I was the first 
person at that time talking to the mu-
nicipality about animal welfare, some-
thing they didn’t seem to worry about.

At that time there was no vet on the 
island  so I took cats and dogs to Ath-
ens weekly for them to be neutered.  
I was able to fund the neutering then. 
Now there is one vet on the island 
which makes everything much easier. 
Family and friends help me and I also 
organise fundraising bazaars. 

I also take  owned dogs to be 
neutered when people ask for 
help with puppies. Most of the 
time the owner  would agree. 

A few months ago I found a 
female dog that had recently 
given birth to puppies. I used 
to call her Persa. After follow-
ing her I managed to find only 
one of the puppies, Goldie. 
No one knew what happened 
to the rest.  I was feeding 
them every day and I was try-
ing to find a place to foster them both. 

One morning when I went to feed them 
only Persa was there. She was so upset 
and I realised that she had lost her puppy.  
I started looking for Goldie and after a few 
hours I found some young children who 
told me that their friends had taken Goldie 
to play with. They took me to her and the 
relief I felt the moment I saw Goldie safe!!  
I then decided to promise I would never 
separate them ever again. 

And I kept my promise.  Initially I was 
fostering them both until I found the best 
family for them both, together of course. 
A young girl from the island decided she 
would adopt them both. I still visit to see 
them and they have  a very beautiful life 
and they are deeply loved, together!

I have under my care lots of cats and 
dogs, most of them need treatment for 

their diseases.  Currently I 
have 35 dogs on my land and 
I look after  400 cats on a daily 
basis.  Neutering of course is 
my number one priority. 

I have frequently taken owned 
dogs to be neutered and I al-
ways try to have an open con-
versation with these people. 
Gradually more people on the 
island understand the impor-
tance of neutering all the dogs 
and cats. 

We are also desperate for help with food.  
I feed a large number of animals daily and 
provide vet care when they need it. 

I occasionally go to schools to teach chil-
dren at primary school about animal wel-
fare, something we are planning to contin-
ue. Education is the way forward!

During the summer we are very lucky  as 
tourists who come to visit our island help 
with donations, adoption and feeding the 
strays. Unfortunately due to covid the num-
ber of tourists was dramatically reduced 
which meant less help for the strays.  It’s 
so rewarding to see our dogs go to nice 
families and have a chance in life!  

But it’s always the ones left behind who 
need me most!  We appreciate any kind of 
help to make sure the dogs and cats who 
need us have the best life possible

Natasa

PICKLE, OUZO PICKLE, OUZO 

andand ESPRESSO ESPRESSO
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Our association was founded in 1995 
with the aim of treating, neutering, 
vaccinating and rehoming stray ani-
mals and promoting the principles of 
animal welfare by educating people. 
We have 7 acres of land near Thessaloniki where 
we accommodate 220 dogs - 3 of which are par-
alysed - and 50 cats. We also rent a house with 
a yard to home 22 of our old dogs, aged 12 to 
19, whose owners have died and whose dogs 
wouldn't survive in the shelter. 
In addition we feed daily 150 plus stray cats in 3 different ar-
eas and have built makeshift shelters to protect them at night 
from stray dogs and wild boar.

Our association also participates in the committees of three 
Municipalities for the management of strays, and is in constant 
collaboration with the special police department regarding 
abuse. Many of the animals confiscated due to bad owner-
ship end up with us.  We are lucky to have a very committed 
President who deals with all these issues, oversees the run-
ning of the refuge as well as being hands-on working with the 
animals, feeding and giving medicines etc. - the list is endless. 
Caring for all our animals is exhausting and takes true com-
mitment. We have just one staff member and rely on the help 
of volunteers. We never turn any animal away or give up on 
them, even the most seriously injured like Anna and la.  
  
Anna was left serious-
ly injured at the road-
side; when we found 
her she had been lay-
ing there for 2 weeks. 
Unfortunately, both her 
back legs were broken. 
Despite the vet’s best 
efforts, her back legs 
are now paralysed, 

but she is able to get 
around using a doggie 
wheelchair. She still 
needs her own wheel-
chair, but Covid has 
forced many places to 
close in Greece so we 
are hoping to get one 
from England. 

Ia has been para-
lysed since 2011, 
the DIAS Team of 
the Greek police 
found her near 
the ring road and 
brought her to our 

shelter.  Although 
surgery was per-
formed immedi-
ately she was un-
able to walk but 
gets around very 
well with the aid of 
a wheelchair and 
is a happy girl.

We receive absolutely no help from institutions in Greece, the 
state or municipalities. Looking after all our animals is expen-
sive and we struggle desperately financially, but we still do 
everything we can to improve the lives of animals and prevent 
more being born to suffer - last year we neutered more than 
85 dogs and 45 cats. 

We could not continue our work without the support of animal 
charities and we are truly grateful to GAR for supporting us 
and helping us make a huge difference.

Katafygio Animal Refuge
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We are a team of volunteers who 
are looking after stray dogs and 
cats in the vicinity of Loutraki, at 
the beach, surrounding mountains 
and villages around Loutraki.
The idea began about eight years ago, to help 
the strays in the vicinity and it took us all this 
time to realise that the Loutraki strays were not 
being helped as they should.  They came second 
all the time, so we decided to establish a chari-
ty only for these dogs. Of course if required we 
would help any stray that needed us.  
In September we had our first meeting and discussed what 
we actually wanted to do and what to agree on the name for 
the charity.  We then began the procedure to legally register 
the charity.

Currently there are 
about 25 volunteers 
and we all have as-
signed tasks. Some of 
us do the daily feeding 
and giving medication 
if required for the dogs 
and cats. Others take 
dogs to the vet, and 
some answer emer-
gency calls etc. about 
puppies of abandoned 

dogs or abused, chained, or poisoned dogs (which unfortu-
nately is not unusual). 

Funding usually comes from the volunteers.  We mainly cov-
er the expenses ourselves, or occasionally we do fundraising 
from bazaars, and sometimes we receive food donations. Our 
volunteers care daily for more than 100 dogs, but this is in-
creasing daily, plus numerous cats.    

Because Loutraki is very close to Athens dogs are frequently 
abandoned without a chip. As people is this area are not neu-
tering their dogs, the number of abandoned puppies, including 
newborns, means that this is happening on a regular basis.

For every call we get from animal lovers for help, we try to 
help with medicines and neutering.  Unfortunately there are 
not many foster carers and sometimes we have to pay for fos-
tering and we try to find adoptions.  We have dogs that need 

treatment for Leishma-
nia, and most of the 
dogs have Ehrlichia 
so we try to cure them, 
even in the street 
where they are.  All the 
dogs under our care 
are vaccinated, snap 
tested for diseases 
every year and, if nec-
essary, we do com-
plete blood tests.  Our 
volunteers are feeding 
the strays everywhere 
in Loutraki.

The last 8 years things slowly have changed concerning abuse 
of the strays, the law 02-2012 has changed many things, but 
the mentality of people has not changed very much yet, not as 
expected. In this area people tend to think animals are good 
only for work.  

There are many people who are unfriendly towards animals 
and some hunters abandon their hunting dogs in the moun-
tains to die. Our vol-
unteers frequently 
receive abuse for 
feeding the strays.  
Also the police are 
not always helpful 
even when we call 
them for different in-
cidents.

Over the years our group has helped the strays in many ways.  
We insist on a home check for anyone who adopts one of 
our strays and insist they should microchip and vaccinate 
their dog.  Also, when adopting, we insist that an agreement 
is signed by them and that the animal must be spayed.  We 
always follow up our adoptions.

In the Loutraki vicinity there is a dump area which has been 
a problem for some time.  Many dogs see this place as a per-
manent location to feed and live. We cooperate with the lady 
who helps them with trying to find homes for some of the dogs. 

When we discussed the idea of setting up this charity we knew 
it would be a difficult project, however, we have the courage 
and will as the VOICELESS NEEDS us.

ADEL dreams of no strays on the streets of Loutraki but all 
strays to be in loving homes.

Katerina Balani

ADEL 
ADESPOTA LOUTRAKI

KATAFYGIO KATAFYGIO 
ZOON  ZOON  

ANIMAL ANIMAL 
REFUGEREFUGE

I want to tell you a little tale
About life for a dog on the streets
One day a kind person offered to help
With some care and some food I could eat
Well one day we went to see the vet
To spay me they softly said
It will stop you having babies each year
As they gently stroked my head
Neutering is the only way
To help relieve the strain
Of animals born with no chance to live
A cycle of constant pain
Well my life is better now I am spayed
But there’s more animals waiting in need
Please spread the neutering message around
Because lives can change indeed

Frankie
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When there are so many stories 
to tell, which ones do we choose? 
Most of the stories have happy end-
ings but as in life, some do not.

At these times we need to focus on the fact that 
we tried our best and that we are not miracle 
workers but sim-
ple volunteers 
with a huge 
amount of love 
and compassion 
for animals. 

One small example is a 
dog called Suzi, who when 
found had a nasty wound 
on her back leg which, after 
treatment, would not heal. 
After many months of care 

including cleaning the wound daily, many trips to the vet etc., 
it was discovered through x-rays that she had deep bedded 
pellets from an air gun that were impossible to remove. We 
had to focus on the fact that at least she had not been left on 
the side of the road to die in the wet and cold. It’s not easy but 
together with the happy endings it’s what keeps us going. And 
on it goes…..

Let’s start with Lucky – a 
really sweet, timid, puppy 
of about 6 months, left by 
the bins with an intrave-
nous drip still attached. 
Dog walkers were alerted 
when the black bag he 

was in moved. I didn’t un-
derstand what my neigh-
bour was describing when 
she came knocking on my 
door but towel in hand, I 
went to check it out and as 
soon as I saw the situation, 

I swooped up the little thing and rushed to our wonderful vets.  
He stayed with the vets for 7 days and made a full recovery 
from parvovirus. Inquiries to all the local vets for information of 
a dog needing an intravenous drip came to nothing. Could he 
have been brought from another area? A mystery…. 

Lucky was then fostered but the foster parents became his 
forever parents and he now lives a fun filled life with his other 
doggy brothers and sisters. 

A call out from a shepherd in a village 20km from where I live 
involved freeing a huge female dog caught up in a fence near 
where he kept his sheep. The dog had been there 2 days in 
the pouring rain without food, getting more tangled every time 
she struggled to free herself. Rania and I were unsure what 
to do as we could see she was terrified, but Rania gradually 
approached with caution and won the gentle giant over and 
released her. We took her to the vet and our gentle giant 
weighed 25kg instead of the expected 50kg. We were incred-
ibly lucky that the volunteer vets were in Rethymno and they 
took her into their care and re-homed her in Germany where 
she has huge areas to run and grow.

Then of course there are the many stories from colleagues: 4 
puppies found while guiding a group of horse riders along a 
beach, all re-homed; Pit bull running riot in a village rescued 
before being shot, re-homed; And the list goes on…… 

Finally, my most recent story is of Marley, a beautiful, loving 
boy who began life as a stray in Rethymno in September 2018 
and was being cared for by a homeless man who did the 
best he could for this dog. Marley was neutered on the GAR 
neutering programme and we helped with flea and worming 
treatment and food. However, March 2019 the homeless man 
dropped Marley at a petrol station in Kavros on his way to the 
ferry. Marley was picked up by the authorities and has since 
been in the shelter in Tsivaras. He needs someone to give him 
a home. 

Together with Marley the Pit bull, the dogs rescued from abu-
sive owners and Lucky were all neutered on the GAR neutering 
programme, together 
with another 39 dogs. 
Last year, 2020, with 
COVID, the volunteer 
vets were not able to 
visit and neuter so 
the funding from GAR 
to neuter was a life-
line. We thank you 
all from the animals 
of Rethymno for your 
on-going support and 
belief in our work. 
Thank you.

Christina Styliandes
Rethymno Animal 
Welfare

SALAMINA
Salamina is the closest island to 
Athens.  I first visited the island 16 
years ago and was shocked by the 
thousands of homeless, starving, 
un-neutered dogs and cats roaming 
the island desperately trying to sur-
vive.  

Since then, with the help of a few loyal volun-
teers and the constant support of GAR, we ded-
icate as much time as we can to helping these 
poor unwanted animals. 

Every year is difficult but 2020 has brought many extra prob-
lems. Due to lockdown no tourists were allowed to visit the 
island, so many of the dogs and cats that relied on them for 
food were left starving. Many dogs left for security at holiday 
cottages were left unfed due to their owners not being able 
to travel from the mainland resulting in us being inundated 
with calls asking us to feed them. Thankfully, the Municipality 
granted us special permission to visit the island for 3 hours per 
day. We strategically placed 12 feeding stations around the is-
land, which 2 young volunteers restocked allowing us to focus 
our time feeding as many dogs and cats as possible including 
those living in remote areas and around the municipal bins.  

 
During one of our bin visits we came across a weak mum with 
8 young puppies. We took them into our care and to the clinic 
to have them checked over and vaccinated. The vet was con-
cerned about one of the puppies and did an x-ray. It showed a 
2cm long blade stuck in her stomach which had to be surgical-
ly removed. It’s a sad fact many dogs and cats living near the 
bins die from choking or being poisoned. It’s also unbelievable 
the lengths some people will go to cause suffering and death 
to these defenceless creatures. Recently, under the cover of 
darkness, someone travelled from Batsi, northern Salamina 
to the Port of Palukia spreading food full of poison. Vets on 
the island did all they could to save some of the many dogs 
poisoned but unfortunately only three survived.

We have also had an outbreak of Parvo which spread around 
the island like wildfire causing many deaths. In just a short 
time out of the 19 puppies we rescued, despite all being 
vaccinated against parvo 11 died…we were all devastated. 

Thankfully, some of 
the surviving pup-
pies have now been 
adopted and gone 
to good homes. The  
pictures show one of 
these lucky  puppies 
in its new home and 
it’s these that pick us 
up and give us the 
strength to carry on 
when things get hard 
and we are at break-
ing point.
         
We also rescued this 
lovely boy who for 
several weeks had 
been begging for 
scraps from people’s 
tables. We named 

him Orso, he’s a Caucasian Shepherd dog. This breed was 
originally bred to protect shepherds and their flocks from 
wolves and bears so they are fiercely protective and grow to 
be very large dogs. He’s a very special, beautiful, loving dog 

who needs an experienced owner who will socialise and train 
him properly. We are keeping our fingers crossed we will find 
him the special home he needs. 

We always face many challenges but we always help as many 
animals as we possibly can. We couldn’t continue to do this 
without the 
constant sup-
port of GAR, 
together we 
make a real 
difference to 
many lives 
and make mir-
acles happen. 
We thank you 
from the bot-
tom of our 
hearts. 

Myra 
Antoniou

STRAY DOGS OFSTRAY DOGS OF  
RETHYMNORETHYMNO
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My name is Ntina Mandraki, I live in a 
small village in the north of Greece, 
near Serres, close to the borders 
with Bulgaria. 

It is quite a poor area, covered in coarse land which 
is not very densely populated, where people make 
their living through farming and agriculture.

I have always loved dogs and they were al-
ways part of my life one way or the other.  
In 1998 my husband, our 3 children and I 
moved to Germany to work. We wanted a 
better future for our family, but we would 
come back to our home in Greece for holi-
days, and every time my heart would ache 
to see the stray, neglected, diseased and 
starving dogs with no one to look after 
them. I would help as much as I could but 
we always had to go back to Germany.

In 2006 we decided to come back home per-
manently. Initially I tried to locate and help 
the dogs which needed me most and here 
the biggest problems were. I would feed the 
strays in their own environment and take as 
many dogs as I could for neutering - the 
first year 30-40. I would look for neutering 
programs out of my area and I would drive 
long distances with just 1 or 2 dogs if they 
agreed to accept them – most wouldn’t accept dogs from other 
municipalities. I am proud to say the number of dogs being neu-
tered has now increased significantly over the years. In 2019 
with help from several organisations and the Greek government 
neutering programs I took more than 300 dogs to be neutered! 
GAR funded 50 of these for which I am so very grateful.

From the early stages I realised it is not only the neutering of 
the stray dogs which is fundamental, but also owned dogs, par-
ticularly those belonging to the shepherds and hunters. I don’t 
agree with the idea of hunting or the way shepherds keep their 
dogs but it’s not my job to judge them. These are working dogs 
not pets, so they have a different relationship with them, but 
over time I’ve persevered, got to know them and their families, 
and gradually gained their trust. They have now started giving 
me their dogs for neutering, as they now realise it will not affect 
their hunting skills. To my surprise recently the son of a shep-
herd drove to an   appointment I had made with my vets to have 
his dog neutered….this is a huge achievement!  Thankfully the 
cost was covered by GAR who offered to fund 25 for neuter-
ing. I know some people will say they should be covering their 
own dog’s neutering expenses and that maybe the next thing 
to achieve!

The work I am 
doing is defi-
nitely starting 
to make a dif-
ference!  Re-
cently, a hunter 
brought 2 of his 
hunting dogs to 
me and asked 
if I could take 

them, I didn’t understand why until he 
explained ‘As you know I paid a lot of 
money for these dogs but they are not 
made to hunt, they want to play all the 
time’. Some of his friends had offered to 
buy them off him! But instead he brought 
them to me! I will never forget that day, 
to me that was a small victory! The dogs 
stayed with me and we later found them 
their own families, not as hunting dogs!  

Of course 
neu te r ing 
is not the 
only aspect 
of my work 
with dogs. I 
am lucky to 
own sever-
al hectares 
of land 
around my 
home. Over 
the years 
we have 
transformed this land to a place where the dogs can live 
happily and, most importantly, free. There are plenty of dog 
houses and feeders and even a small old house that we heat 
in winter. Half of the house we have converted into my little 
‘hospital’ where temporarily dogs and puppies needing isola-
tion are kept until they can join the other dogs. The other half 
of the house the dogs can wander into whenever they want.  
Currently we have 20 happy dogs living here; they are free to 
play with each other, to run, to come to me when they want to 
for cuddles and treats. I only keep the number of dogs who 
can live a good life with us. The rest I will look after in their 
environment.

Apart from this land, an older lady who went to Germany 
to live gave me her house. It is a very old house but that is 
where my 10 rescue cats live. I visit them every day and I 
make sure they have everything they need, and we have 
installed heating so it is warm for them in winter. On the land 
around the house we have three rescued goats, a rescued 
donkey and some chickens. I call it our small “paradise”.

We also fenced a section of this land off for a very special 
dog called Bo. My friend from Germany makes yearly vis-
its to a kill shelter in Portugal. It was there she met Bo. He 
was old, spent all his life chained and was going to be put 
to sleep because he had shown aggression towards people 
and dogs. My friend rang me and said “Ntina I need a favour, 
this dog has never met love, he doesn’t know life and you 
are the only person who can take him”. When Bo arrived 
he was not what I expected. Such a big dog, so broken, so 
scared of everything and everyone, especially men. The vet 
said he was old, had not been well looked after and had a 
weak heart so wouldn’t have much time.

In the beginning he wouldn’t come close to me at all. But 
gradually he started to come closer until eventually I could 
hold him in my arms. We became friends and he trusted me 
deeply. On many occasions I even saw him playing - this 
dog could actually play!

Bo lived with us for one and a half years until one day his 
heart couldn’t keep going any more. I was there when he 
collapsed, my vet came and we let him go while I was hold-
ing him tight.  Bo has a very special part in my heart. It was 
the fact that despite his previous life and suffering he still 
wanted to trust,  and that has captured my heart forever.

I can say with hand on heart that I owe a big part of my work 
with dogs to my vet Kostas and his wife Christina who are 
like family to me.  Kostas is a wonderful vet and Christina 
does all the grooming and is the fairy that does the trans-
formation and magic - street dogs transform into something 
unique once they are looked after.

As the years pass I want to keep helping and rescuing more 
and more and I can see things are gradually starting to 
change in my area. My big dream is that one day people will 
appreciate and respect dogs more. 
I am so very thankful to GAR and the other organisations 
who have given me funding to pay for neutering and food. 
What would happen without this help? I can’t even imagine. 
I don’t want to!                                           Ntina Mandraki

GAR has committed to neuter 100 dogs in Serres in 2021

GREEK ANIMAL RESCUEGREEK ANIMAL RESCUE
Greek Animal Rescue stands out from the crowd
Their charity founder would be very proud
A UK based charity since 1989
To assist Greek animals who are left to decline
 
Two special ladies sort ebay and stalls
And whatever else is needed as duty calls
Its run entirely by volunteers
Now celebrating over 30 years
 
Alas in Greece there is little support
For the many helpless creatures whose lives may be short
Educating people to improve animal relations
The rescue relies solely on public donations
 
GAR source homes offering a better life
Some dogs are brought to Britain to end their strife
Rescuing other animals to name just a few
Like cats and horses and donkeys too
 
From Paxos to Kos and Lefkas to Crete
Helping these creatures get back on their feet
Covering many Greek islands, haven’t you heard?
They work so tirelessly spreading the word
 
Increasing stray numbers sadly remains
So neutering is one of their biggest campaigns
Helping many furry friends living in Greece
This neglect and suffering really must cease
 
A worthy charity, such a brilliant place
Carrying out all the work from their UK base
Generous public support helping them through
The very wonderful Greek Animal Rescue

Emma-Jane Heaps

LEGACIESLEGACIES
Remembering Greek Animal Rescue with a gift in your  
Will is a wonderful way to ensure that we can continue 
our vital work helping the stray, abandoned and abused 
animals of Greece. So once you’ve remembered the 
people you care about, please don’t forget the cause 
you believe in.
 

By leaving a gift to GAR in your Will, you can continue to 
help us protect animals from suffering, even after you are 
gone. Making a Will is straightforward and a legacy can 
make a big difference to our work. The sum doesn’t have 
to be large to have an impact. To ensure your wishes are 
clear, please use our Registered Charity number 802243
 

We always recommend the use of a qualified solicitor, to 
ensure your Will is legally valid and to prevent any costly 
mistakes. If you would like more information please email 
or write to us.
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GAR 2020 NEUTERING AND FOODGAR 2020 NEUTERING AND FOOD During 2020 GAR funded:During 2020 GAR funded:
Neutering: 4,443 animalsNeutering: 4,443 animals

Food Grants: £11,766Food Grants: £11,766
Food Sent: 62 TonnesFood Sent: 62 Tonnes

Chalcis area: 
Eretria, Evia

Halkida, Orepos
Neutered 395, 
Food £500 and 1 pallet

Thessaloniki 
2 organisations

Neutered 30, 
Food £869 and 2 pallets

ATHENS AREA
Argolida Neutered 30, Koropi Neutered 100, 

Food 1 pallet

Achilleion Neutered 40, Krezi Neutered 40, 

Aspropyrgos Neutered 80, 
Food £263 and 1 pallet Mati Neutered 50, 

Ellinniko Neutered 75, Megara Neutered 174, 

Genimataw Neutered 50, Piraeus Food 1 pallet

Kalogreza Neutered 10, Salamina Neutered 151,

Kalyvia Food 1 pallet Other Neutered 271,

Kos Neutered 140, 

Xanthi Neutered 20, 
Food 1 pallet

Rhodes 
2 organisations

Neutered 40, 
Food 1 pallets

East Pilio Neutered 145, 
Food £263

Kalymnos Neutered 55, 

Lesvos Neutered 367, 
Food 1 pallet

Santorini Food £263 and 1 pallet

Kavala Neutered 85, 
Food £263 and 1 pallet

Halkidiki
2 organisations

Neutered 75, 

Larissa Neutered 10, 
Food 1 pallet

Andros
2 organisations

Neutered 10, 
Food £428

Lemnos Food 1 pallet

Florina Neutered 25, 
Food £786 and 1 pallet

Samos Neutered 25,

Koufonissi Neutered 30, 

Levadia Food 1 pallet

Crete
5 organisations

Neutered 275, 
Food £1,085 and 1 pallet

Volos
2 organisations

Neutered 100, 
Food £313 and 1 pallet

Corfu 
2 organisations

Neutered 180, 
Food £537 and 1 pallet

Igoumenitsa Neutered 172, 
Food £263

Grevena Neutered 25, 
Food £268 and 1 pallet

Kozani Neutered 220
Food £533 and 1 pallet

Kastoria Neutered 20

Serres Neutered 80, 
Food £253 and 1 pallet

Patras &
Krestena

Neutered 5, 
Food 2 pallets

Nafpilion
2 organisations

Food £541 and 1 pallet

Trifilia & 
Kyparissia

Neutered 135, 
Food £263

Corinth & 
Loutraki

Neutered 110, 
Food 1 pallet

Kefalonia Neutered 38, 
Food 1 pallet

Preveza & 
Lefkada

Neutered 327,
Food 1 Pallet

Karditsa Neutered 15, 
Food £264 and 1 pallet

Messini
2 organisations

Neutered 32, 
Food £263 and 1 pallet

Paxos Neutered 50

Kalamata Neutered 20, 
Food £1,090

Skiathos &
Scopelos

Neutered 75, 
Food 1 pallet

Didimotixo Food £263

Kalambaka
 

Food £263

Missolonghi Food £262

Skydra Neutered 40, 
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Wendy Holmes is fundraising through
          For charities 

If you have anything that could 
be sold on ebay for GAR please 
Contact Wendy on:                           

 greekanimals@aol.co.uk.
Wendy is based in Lincolnshire. 
She can manage eBay auctions 
for you if you can then post the 

item to the purchaser.

Fundraising Fundraising 
IdeasIdeas

If you shop at www.amazon.co.uk
1. Go to smile.amazon.co.uk It's 

the same shopping experience 
2. Under "Supporting" select 

Greek Animal Rescue (UK)
3. Place your order
Amazon donates to us!

If you shop online
1. Go to giveasyoulive.com
2. Sign up and choose Greek Ani-

mal Rescue UK as your charity
3. Create your account
4. Select your favorite stores
5. Add a retailer to your favorites be-

fore you shop (even fuel/utilities)
6. Go to one of your favourite 

retailers from the Give as you Live 
website and shop

Give as you Live donate to us!

Every Donation Makes a Difference!

If you shop online
1. Go to easyfundraising.co.uk
2. Choose Greek Animal Rescue 

UK as your cause to support
3. Create your account
4. Add a Donation Reminder
5. Shop at your favourite retailers and 

a donation flag appears. Accept 
and 

Easy Fundraising donate to us!

There is great 
progress to 
report for the 
Greek island of 
Lemnos. There 
are now spe-
cial feeders 
provided with 
water and food 
for the huge 
population of 
stray cats.

This installation of food and 
watering containers for the feral 
cats of the island began in the 
villages of Romanos and Moud-
ros with plans to continue this 
around the surrounding villag-
es over the next few months.

At the initiative of the Animal Rescue 
Lemnos Animal Association, the Munic-
ipality of Lemnos agreed to purchase 
30 containers (15 feeders and 15 wa-
terers) to take care of stray cats on the 
island. Dry food and water will only be 
placed in the containers by a team of  
dedicated volunteers who will regularly 
check them.

We also acknowledge 
the singer Stelios Rokko, 
who responded directly 
to the Animal Associ-
ation's request to help 
with the  construction of 
15 wooden protective 
frames. His act sets such 
a great example to follow 
and is practical proof of 
sensitivity towards stray 
animals. The cost of con-
struction materials was 
covered by the Munici-
pality. The responsibility 
for the supervision and 
care of the reintegrated 
stray animals are shared 

by the Municipalities, which can even 
create food and water supply points for 
these animals, as well as their cooper-
ating animal unions and unions.

Lemnos Animal Association

You May Think…

You may think that your putting a 
bowl of water outside is a mere drop 
in the ocean,
but in fact, when I sipped it, I hadn’t 
been drinking for days during the Au-
gust drought.

You may think that your sharing 
your food leftovers with me is not even 
worth mentioning,
but in fact, that meal kept me from 
starving.

You may think that your providing 
a cardboard box for me is not really 
much of a help,
but in fact, that box kept me from 
freezing to death one night. 
You may think that leaving a rug on 

the porch for me is just a tiny gesture,
but in fact, it gave my tired bones some 
comfort and relief.

You may think that taking me to a vet, 
when you saw my wounds, did not re-
ally make a big difference to my life 
on the street,
but in fact the shot of antibiotic you 
gave me saved me.

You may think that bottle-feeding 
three of my kittens, which you spotted 
in a rubbish container, doesn’t really 
mean much, when a thousand others 
have been dumped to death,
but in fact, it gave me the strength to 
keep up my fight for survival.

You may think that when you stopped 
your car and put my carcass on the 
side of the road, so that I wouldn’t 
be run over again and again, it was 
a pretty pointless thing to do since I 
had already died,
but in fact, you showed me a lot of 
respect and my soul was able to rest 
in peace.

You may think that when you gave a 
bag of food to a local animal shelter 
it wasn’t really much help, consider-
ing the number of animals there,
but in fact, your bag of food kept us 
going on that particular day.

You may think that your offer to es-
cort me on my flight to a forever home 
was just a tiny gesture,
but thanks to you, I am able to spend 
the next winter in the care of my new, 
loving family.

You may think that by adopting just 
one animal you cannot change the 
world,
but your taking me in changed the 
world for me.

And you, dear little boy, who stooped 
down and stroked me briefly, when 
hundreds of people had passed by 
without noticing me, you may not be 
thinking anything at all, 
but your caress touched my heart and 
made me go on struggling despite it 
all…

With love,
Your – one in a million – Stray

Sandra Berardi, on Kos island, Greece 

DIFFERENT NEWS FROM Z.O.E.K. DIFFERENT NEWS FROM Z.O.E.K. 
FRIENDS OF THE ANIMALS KOSFRIENDS OF THE ANIMALS KOS

In Times of Countless So-Called Facts and Figures…
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This girl, now named Elpida which means Hope in Greek, lived 
at the Amfissa Shelter and spent most of her life on a chain 
and getting pregnant.  

It's because of girls like this 
we were desperate to raise 
funds to neuter all the dogs 
in Amfissa, and make a 
huge difference to the lives 
of dogs like her and to end 
the cycle of suffering. 

There is good news regarding 
Elpida. Last month a GAR vol-
unteer arranged for Elpida to 
go to the shelter of Ntina Man-
draki in Serres who features on 
page 10. Here she is now look-
ing so much better and having 
walks and enjoying life in one 
of the best managed shelters 
in Greece.

BROKEN OR UNWANTED
GOLD OR SILVER

JEWELLERY
Please consider passing on any old 
or broken items you no longer wear. 
Please send jewellery to:  

GAR Jewellery appeal
Scott’s Jewellers
Arfon House
Upper Smithfield Street
Dolgellau  LL40 1ET

GAR is grateful to Malcolm and 
Linda who sell at the best possible 
price. All profits go to GAR!

HANDMADE 
CRAFT ITEMS

Handmade craft items get the 
best prices at Craft Fairs or eBay, 

which you could list yourself
Please contact us at

info@greekanimalrescue.com 
we can advise where to send them.

Please don't send them to our 
Woodbridge address. It costs us 
more to post them to right place.

SMALL ITEMS THAT 
YOU NO LONGER WANT, 
EITHER USED OR 
UNWANTED GIFTS

These are best sold at table top 
or car boot sales. We have a few 
supporters who run these in aid of 

Greek Animal Rescue 

Please contact us at
info@greekanimalrescue.com 

we can advise where to send them.
Please don't send them to our 

Woodbridge address. It costs us 
more to post them to right place.

Auction or scrap your car for charity
1. Go to giveacar.co.uk
2. Fill in the on line form select-

ing Greek Animal Rescue as 
your charity

3. OR call Give a Car on         
020 7736 4242

Give a Car will collect your 
car and sell it giving the 
proceeds to us!

This April we asked our 
on-line supporters to 
help with the biggest 
fundraiser we've ever 
attempted

  9K for K9s9K for K9s
to raise £9,000 to help 
end the appalling con-
ditions at the Amfis-
sa Shelter in central 
Greece. 

We asked supporters to get 
sponsored to do a walk, run, 
jog or cycle of 9km during April 

to raise funds to neuter all the 
dogs at the shelter which GAR 
has pledged to fund.

The owner of the shelter died earlier this 
year and 150-200 dogs were found liv-
ing in terrible conditions.

Another great charity Dog Rescue 
Group from Holland have been funding 
operations, vaccinations, flea and tick 

treatments and arranging 
adoptions to Holland for 
the lucky few and the Mu-
nicipality Mayor is providing 
more workers and clearing 
the years of rubbish and 
waste, and is connecting 
electricity and a clean water 
supply, and has committed 
to building hygienic con-
crete floors for the pens.

Thanks to our on-line fund-
raiser, we made a grand 
£7,700. So we have just 
£1,300 left to raise to reach 
our target. Can you help 
us reach this please? Mark 
any donation ‘Amfissa’.

AMFISSA SHELTERAMFISSA SHELTER

UPDATEUPDATE
Diane from Greek Animal 
Rescue had a meeting with 
the Mayor and municipali-
ty of Amfissa to discuss im-
provements to the condition 
of the shelter.
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Update  on Update  on 
Garden iaGarden ia

VOCALVOCAL
CATS... CATS... CATS..! 
Anyone who has vis-
ited Crete will have 
seen, and probably ad-
mired, talked to, pet-
ted and fed the street 
cats, which are to be 
found throughout the 
island. Some people 
even take one home 
with them!
When you see the cats bask-
ing in the sun or being fed by 
tourists the thought may cross 
your mind that they have the 
ideal life - freedom, but still 
food - what could be better?

However, there is a darker side – all 
summers come to an end, and by 
mid-October the cats are beginning to 
congregate round the bins to search 
for food, and this continues through 
the winter. Many cats and kittens die, 
through disease, starvation, road acci-
dents and poisonings.

The only solution is NEUTERING, and 
since 2006 VOCAL has had ongoing 
Catch, Neuter, Release campaigns for 
street cats. Since February 2014 these 
campaigns are carried out by visiting 
vets in our own independent neutering 
clinic in Aghios Nikolaos. We believe 
this is the only non-municipal clinic in 
Greece, and is a vital resource: in the 
period January 2019 – March 2020 we 
have neutered and given health care to 
1,428 cats in the Vocal clinic, plus over 
130 cats with local vets.

All this would not, of course, be possi-
ble without the support of people like 
you and organisations like Greek Ani-
mal Rescue. In February this year we 
received a generous grant of €2,750 
from GAR on your behalf and that has 
enabled us to neuter no less than 50 fe-
male cats. This gives them the chance 
to have a good-quality longer life as 

they are spared the endless round of 
reproduction, bringing forth litter after 
litter of kittens that are sadly just born 
to die in many cases. It is sobering to 
think how much suffering has been 
prevented – we see kittens giving birth 
to kittens, kitten babies in the bins and 
kittens killed on busy roads regularly in 
the summer. The grant could not have 
been more timely too, especially with 
the current lockdown situation. Our 
costs have increased considerably as 
we are forced to use private vets more 
and feeding many more hungry mouths 
at the bins.

Apart from our CNR program VOCAL 
volunteers also feed many hundreds of 
street cats every day, monitoring their 
health and giving flea and worm treat-
ments where possible.. We also pro-
vide assistance to other animal welfare 
organisations in the surrounding area if 
we can. and we campaign to educate 
local people about the street cat pop-
ulation. VOCAL volunteers also, where 
possible, foster and care for abandoned 
and dumped kittens, bottle-feeding and 
bringing them up until they are ready 
to start a new life with a new family. 
Through our adoption programme 82 
cats were found permanent homes in 
2019, mainly in northern Europe.

Many thanks, once again, to Greek 
Animal Rescue for their wonderful 
help in enabling us to continue with this 
vital work.

Sterilising Projects
Our year started well with major sterilising projects planned 
for every two months throughout the year with visiting vets 
from the UK, France and Austria. Sadly, with the impact of 
lockdown in Greece and around Europe, these projects had 
to be cancelled giving us no other option than to work with the 
local Samos vet, Adonis. Thankfully, he is a great supporter of 
our work and helps us with many emergencies, surgery and 
sterilising in and around his private work.

We conducted monthly sterilising with Adonis with around 15-
20 cats in each session. This works very well, but is an expen-
sive option compared to big projects with visiting vets – Adonis 
asks us €40 for a female and €30 for a male cat including long 
lasting antibiotics and care at his practice, but this is a big 
draw on our donations. His work is excellent and we have had 
no issues with cats seen by his team.

Our only project of 2020 was during September with a team 
from Vienna, Austria – around 200 cats were sterilised in a 
7-day period, also other surgery, eye operations and emer-
gency cats. It was a much-needed overdue project.

The last years of our work has 
seen around 900-1000 cats 
sterilised each year from all 
corners of the island, and the 
impact is now very noticeable 
with many cats having a left ear 
clipped. However, 2020 saw 
only around 300 cats sterilised 
and we fear our work has been 
put back by at least three years, 
with pregnant females being 
seen at all our feeding places.

Earthquake
30 October brought the biggest earthquake Samos has suf-
fered in over 100 years with a 7 Richter quake. Many homes 
and businesses in Samos were damaged or destroyed. Many 
local people who fed cats in the villages were forced to move 
away to hotels and other locations – we noticed immediately 
a huge increase in hungry cats at our feeding places. One 
example being a long-term feeding place where we feed dai-
ly – all spring and summer had seen around 6/7 cats, mostly 
sterilised but since the earthquake the same location now has 
over 30 cats daily seeking much needed food. This situation 
is repeated at all our feeding places and we are using much 
more wet and dry food daily.

The earthquake also brought injured and homeless cats into 
our care, with a number of cats being injured by falling debris. 
These types of injuries take many weeks of therapy and care. 
It has been a very busy time for our volunteers.

Adoptions
Sadly, due to lockdown charter flights to Samos only started in 
July and only from three countries, with no flights from Scandi-
navia, Austria, the UK and Italy. Flights to Holland also ended 
early in September as a reaction from the Dutch government 
to the risk in Greece to tourists.

Normally, we make many 
successful adoptions to 
these “missing” countries 
but luckily, due the perse-
verance of our volunteers 
we were able to send 
53 cats to new homes in 
Germany, Holland and 
also to good loving homes 
within Samos. This total is 
around one third of our 
shelter residents which 
is a great total given the 
challenges.

Donations / Shelter
Normally a big source of donations towards our work is the 
goodwill of tourists visiting the island and also visiting our shel-
ter. Lockdown had a huge effect on these donations with a 
reduced tourist season and many less visitors to the island. As 
a result, much-needed funds for our survival in wintertime are 
now limited and it’s going to be a tough period.

We are using our best resources to fundraise online and be more 
proactive and smarter to bring in much needed funds. One such 
feature has been the introduction of a god parent scheme for 
rescue cats at our shelter.

We use around 8-9kg of 
dry food and around 21kg 
of wet food for our shelter, 
home to around 120 res-
cue cats. Additionally, we 
use around 5kg of dry food 
and around 8kg of wet food 
for feeding street cats.

We try and source food 
from as many places as 
possible, and also have 
supporters who make 
monthly food orders at zo-

oplus.com for our shelter cats. We also use around 120x5kg 
bags of litter sand each month at our shelter.

Summary
In ten years of work in Samos, we have found 2020 to be 
the most challenging year but we have a view that we must 
keep going day to day. We have a great team of volunteers 
and wonderful supporters (over 8k on Facebook alone). We 
are not a charity that keeps asking for money, but we take a 
view that supporters will react more to real emergency situa-
tions and desperate causes. As an example, we pleaded for 
help following the earthquake and our supporters rose up and 
helped us to buy much needed food for all the extra displaced 
cats at our feeding places. We also plan a new logo and web-
site from January and better advertising of cat adoptions on 
social media.

We value and truly appreciate the support of Greek Animal 
Rescue in all of our activities in Samos and we look forward 
to working together in 2021.                 Mike Knowles-Martin

Dates for your Dates for your 
Diary - Fun and Diary - Fun and 

Fundra is ingFundra is ing

CATCAT
RESCUE  RESCUE  
SAMOSSAMOS

GAR & DG Cream Tea 
12 - 3pm on 8 August 2021
Clayton Church Hall, Underhill Lane, 
West Sussex, BN6 9PJ

GAR & DG Christmas Fayre 
12 - 3pm on 13 November 2021
Clayton Church Hall, Underhill Lane, 
West Sussex, BN6 9PJ

Above subject to latest Covid restrictions.
We hope to attend more events later this   
year please check social media and web-
site.

It’s been quite some time since Garde-
nia came to live with us and so I thought 
I’d drop you a line with an update. 
Gardenia continues to endear herself to 
everyone she meets. She’s the most pop-
ular dog at the school gates, getting fuss 
from all the children at the local primary 
school and they all know her by name. 
She’s currently on holiday with us in Dev-
on, along with our other dog Scout, my 
son Reuben (who is absolutely besotted 
with Gardenia) and my parents, who also 
love her. We’ve had a very long and wet 
and windy coastal walk today, followed 
by time on the beach and now everyone 
is tired and relaxing. 
She’s not been a moment’s trouble since 
we arrived and we couldn’t love her any 
more than we do. We think she’s quite 
happy with us, too.....
Thanks again for making it possible for us 
to adopt her. She’s absolutely wonderful. 

Hannah Osmond 
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On behalf of Sakis, me and On behalf of Sakis, me and 
our beloved strays we would our beloved strays we would 
like to thank all of you like to thank all of you GARGAR  
supporters for your supporters for your 
lovely donations! Thank lovely donations! Thank 
you so much for your you so much for your 
kindness and support! kindness and support! 
Our fur babies enjoyed Our fur babies enjoyed 
this present so much! this present so much! 

Kelly and Sakis Kelly and Sakis 
in Kozaniin Kozani

So many gifts for the cats. They are so So many gifts for the cats. They are so 
excited when they hear me opening the excited when they hear me opening the 
pouches. When they are fed they stay out pouches. When they are fed they stay out 
of danger and they don't try to find food. of danger and they don't try to find food. 
That is my goal, to keep them fed and safe.That is my goal, to keep them fed and safe.  

Katerina in VolosKaterina in Volos Christmas came ear-Christmas came ear-
ly this year thanks to ly this year thanks to 
Greek Animal RescueGreek Animal Rescue  
and their supporters! A and their supporters! A 
huge pallet of 800 kg huge pallet of 800 kg 
full of presents for our full of presents for our 
fur babies arrived today.fur babies arrived today.
Food and all kinds of Food and all kinds of 
well needed supplies are well needed supplies are 
included. There are so included. There are so 
many things that we hav-many things that we hav-
en't even had the chance en't even had the chance 
to open all the packag-to open all the packag-
es yet! Thank you from es yet! Thank you from 
the bottom of our hearts! the bottom of our hearts! 
Words are not enough to Words are not enough to 
express our gratitude!express our gratitude!

Stray Paws Santorini Stray Paws Santorini 

An area in Athens had been dev-An area in Athens had been dev-
astated by bad weather. Many cats astated by bad weather. Many cats 
perished in the floods but with the perished in the floods but with the 
food donations Cat Rescue Athens food donations Cat Rescue Athens 
are able to help the remaining col-are able to help the remaining col-
onies. Your help is hugely appreci-onies. Your help is hugely appreci-
ated.ated.                                      Ismini in Athens Ismini in Athens 

Greek Animal Rescue

Celebrating 30 YEARS of Helping the HOMELESSNEGLECTED and ABUSED Animals of Greece

Registered Charity No. 802243
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Once again, in the mo-Once again, in the mo-
ment when I was losing ment when I was losing 
hope, help came. Thank hope, help came. Thank 
you so much for the food you so much for the food 
donation. Now our donation. Now our strays strays 
will have food again!will have food again!
Anastasia in KastoriaAnastasia in Kastoria

With countless strays and With countless strays and 
abandoned puppies on the abandoned puppies on the 
streets feeding them daily, streets feeding them daily, 
and keeping them as safe and and keeping them as safe and 
healthy is a daily struggle. Your healthy is a daily struggle. Your 
donation has helped immense-donation has helped immense-
ly and we are extremely thank-ly and we are extremely thank-
ful.ful.  Giota in LivadiaGiota in Livadia

A pallet weighing about 850kg A pallet weighing about 850kg 
with food, cages and medicines with food, cages and medicines 
arrived in Limnos shortly before arrived in Limnos shortly before 
the end of the year. We thank the end of the year. We thank 
you from the bottom of our you from the bottom of our 
hearts    hearts    Anastasia in LimnosAnastasia in Limnos

HOMEHOME
          Is WhereIs Where

PAWSPAWS

Run to Greet You
Run to Greet You  !!  

Greek Greek AnimalAnimal Rescue Rescue
Helping the Helping the HOMELESS, NEGLECTED

HOMELESS, NEGLECTED and  and ABUSEDABUSED Animals of Greece Animals of Greece
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Greek Animal Rescue

Registered Charity 

No. 802243

NEGLECTED and ABUSED Animals of Greece

Celebrating 30 YEARS of Helping the HOMELESS

TEA TOWELTEA TOWELNOTEBOOKSNOTEBOOKS
50 Pages50 Pages
A5 Large A5 Large 
A6 SmallA6 Small

Please send order and payment to:  GAR, PO Box 336, Woodbridge, Suffolk, IP13 0WR

Greek Greek AnimalAnimal Rescue Rescue  - Merchandise Order Form- Merchandise Order Form
Greeting Cards Pack of 3 Price Qty Total Microfibre Cloths Price Qty Total T-Shirts: Men XL,L,M,S & Ladies L,M,S Price Qty Total

1 - Ginger Fox £3.00 GAR Collage £1.75 Black Rescues Rock M / L Size £10

2 - Two Dogs £3.00 Home is where Paws £1.75 White Adopt/Logo M / L Size £10

3 - Blue Eyes £3.00 Crazy about Cats £1.75 30th A5 Notebook £4.50

4 - Green Eyes £3.00 Crazy about Dogs £1.75 30th A6 Notebook £4.00

5 - Kitten £3.00 Car Sticker £2.50 Crazy Cat Lady Tote Bag £4.50

6 - Sleeping Cat £3.00 30th Tea Towel £6.50 Crazy Dog Lady Tote Bag £4.50

 Now With 
 FREE POSTAGE 

 on Everything! 

PAWS Tote Bag Blue Grn £4.50

Folding Bag Dog Cat £3.50

Subtotal 1 Subtotal 2 Subtotal 3

Have a look at our online shop for even more ideas and Card Payments
www.greekanimalrescue.com/shop

ORDER SUMMARY

Total of 1, 2 and 3 above
YO

UR
 D

ET
AI

LS

Name Donation to GAR

Address 1 Total payment to GAR

Address 2

Town/City Postcode

County Telephone

E Mail

Payment Method Cheque Paypal: info@greekanimalrescue.com
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K 
ANIMAL RESCUE.COM

CHARITY No. 802243

Folding Folding 
Cat/Dog Cat/Dog 

Shopping Shopping 
BagBag  

ApproxApprox
 35 x 35cm 35 x 35cm
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Microfibre Lens Cleaning ClothsMicrofibre Lens Cleaning Cloths 
For Glasses, Cameras, Phones, Tablets
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Huge "Thank you Huge "Thank you 
to to GARGAR" for food " for food 
donation. Only dur-donation. Only dur-
ing this weekend ing this weekend 
Tlapky z Korfu z.s Tlapky z Korfu z.s 
(Paws from Corfu) (Paws from Corfu) 
rescued 15 dogs rescued 15 dogs 
from the street, in-from the street, in-
cluding 13 tiny pup-cluding 13 tiny pup-
pies. Your support pies. Your support 
is amazing and all is amazing and all 
our team really ap-our team really ap-
preciate it.preciate it.
Markéta in Corfu Markéta in Corfu 

Larissa stray dogs are so grateful to all sup-Larissa stray dogs are so grateful to all sup-
porters and donors of porters and donors of Greek Animal Rescue.Greek Animal Rescue.  
A pallet with food and traps are already here A pallet with food and traps are already here 
to help our mission. Our strays are luckier to help our mission. Our strays are luckier 
now that they have received a great amount now that they have received a great amount 
of food and a donation of two cat traps which of food and a donation of two cat traps which 
are extremely important for our sterilisation are extremely important for our sterilisation 
programmes.                        programmes.                        Marsha in Larissa Marsha in Larissa 

I would like to express my gratitude and I would like to express my gratitude and 
appreciation to appreciation to GARGAR and its donors who  and its donors who 
have become our guardian angels help-have become our guardian angels help-
ing us to buy 300 kilos of cat food for our ing us to buy 300 kilos of cat food for our 
strays, thanks to which their little bellies strays, thanks to which their little bellies 
will be full at least for a month. If only will be full at least for a month. If only 
humans recognized that all animals are humans recognized that all animals are 
feeling individuals who deserve respect!feeling individuals who deserve respect!

  Nikolaos Nikolaos in Trifiliain Trifilia

FOOD!FOOD!

I will never I will never forget forget 
that in a very that in a very difficult difficult 
time in my life, time in my life, help came help came 
from from GARGAR once  once more. A dona-more. A dona-
tion for food for our strays during this tion for food for our strays during this 
difficult winter! I wish I could send each difficult winter! I wish I could send each 
one of you a huge THANK YOU!one of you a huge THANK YOU!  

Giorgos in FlorinaGiorgos in Florina

Christmas gifts have arrived! Christmas gifts have arrived! 
GARGAR sent us a big pallet full of  sent us a big pallet full of 
dog food! My strays will have dog food! My strays will have 
full bellies for many weeks! full bellies for many weeks! 
Thank you all so much! It re-Thank you all so much! It re-
ally means a lot to us! ally means a lot to us! GARGAR is  is 
standing next to us one more standing next to us one more 
time. It's the second time that time. It's the second time that 
we were in big need for food we were in big need for food 
and they responded right and they responded right 
away! Thank youaway! Thank you  every supporter who donat-every supporter who donat-
ed for strays in Greece!       ed for strays in Greece!       Sofia in XanthiSofia in Xanthi
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HAPPY ENDINGS - ARESHAPPY ENDINGS - ARES
My boyfriend and I travelled to Preveza 
in Greece, because some acquaint-
ances have a sailing boat there. 
We were really looking forward to our vacation 
in the Ionian Sea and we even joked, if we would 
find a puppy, we will keep it.
When we arrived at the port of Preveza, it did not take much 
time until we saw the first stray dogs. They looked well-nour-
ished because the tourists and workers from the port were 
good to them.

During our trip around the Ionian Islands we saw many strays. 
It was heartbreaking. 

One day we came into the port of Kyllini, Peloponnese. We 
wanted to stay there for the night before we continued our trip. 
We went to a bar for some fresh orange juice, then we had 
something to eat and after that my boyfriend and I took a walk 
through the small town. As it started to get dark, we craved an 
ice-cream and returned to the little bar we had been to. While 
my boyfriend paid for our ice-cream, I waited on a seat. From 
there I saw a sleeping dog. 

I went up to him and was 
shocked to see his health 
condition. He was extreme-
ly skinny and dirty, and was 
blind in one eye.  He had 
scratches all over his face 
and body and was unable 
to stand on one of his front 
feet. His knee joint was 
badly swollen and bloody. 
We thought that maybe he 
had been hit by a motor-
bike or moped.

When we approached him, he immediately began to wag his 
tail and he tried to get up, but his foot was hurting badly. When 
we saw how happy, friendly and needy he was we started to cry, 
because he really was a picture of misery. I sent my boyfriend 
to a little market to buy some dog food, while I stayed with him 
and petted him. He loved it. Before we gave him the dog food, 
we gave him as much love as possible. When he was eating, 
we silently walked back to our sailing boat and were devas-
tated. That evening we went on Facebook and searched for 
an animal rescue organisation that operates in Greece. That’s 

how we found GAR - Greek 
Animal Rescue. We sent pic-
tures and the location of the 
dog and we told them about 
his health condition. They an-
swered that no volunteer is liv-
ing in that area, but they tried 
to send someone.  The next 
morning we were looking for 
him to give him more dog food, 
but he wasn’t there. We could 
not find him anywhere and at 
noon our trip continued.

A few days later we received 
a joyful Facebook message. 
A volunteer was driving to 
Kyllini and he found the poor 
injured dog. They sent us a 
picture of him in a box inside 
a car. We were extremely 
happy and offered to pay all 
medical costs. After some 
time, when we were back 
home in Austria, we thought 
a lot about this dog and his 

fate. One day the guys 
from GAR wanted to know 
if we would like to give him 
a new home away from the 
streets. We took a few days 
to think about it, but when 
my boyfriend learned that 
he could take him to the of-
fice every day, we said yes.

About 4 to 5 weeks after we found him, he came to Austria by 
truck with Yiannis. My boyfriend and Yiannis met in Munich, 
Germany and from there he took him home to Linz, Austria. 
And with that day the most wonderful adventure began.

One year after he moved in with us, he had a teeth check-
up at the vet. He had to do an X-ray of his head. Shockingly 
they discovered that he had been shot some time in the past. 

Someone used a shotgun on 
him. There are approximately 
130 shotgun bullets in his head, 
neck and throat. Even in his ears 
you can feel some of them. That 
is the reason why he is blind on 
one eye. But happily, his blood 
tests are fine and there are no 
health risks because of it. 

Thank you so much - Greek Animal Rescue - for your great 
work! Without you we would not have our lovely dog Ares 
and he would not have survived much longer out there on the 
streets of Greece. Now he lives with us and his three brothers 
Franz (Greek tortoise), Monty and Snickers (guinea pigs).

Tanja Schmid 
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Bankers Standing Order Mandate
Your Bank Name

Address 1

Address 2

City Postcode

Sorting Code - -
Account Number

Account Name
Reference (Your Name)
Please pay to the account of Greek Animal Rescue

Sorting Code 30 - 99 - 86
Account Number 07466897

The sum of £
On this day (DD/MM/YY) / /
And continue to pay the same amount each month / year 
(delete as appropriate) until further notice

Your Name

Date Signature

Gift Aid declaration
For past, present and future donations

Using Gift Aid means that for every £1 you give, Greek 
Animal Rescue gets an extra 25p from HM Revenue & 
Customs, helping your donation go further. For example, a 
gift of £10 can be turned into £12.50 and it won’t cost you 
another penny. Simply complete and return this form and 
we’ll do the rest.

I am a UK taxpayer and I would like Greek 
Animal Rescue to treat this donation and any do-
nations I make in the future and have made in the 
past 4 years as Gift Aid donations, until I notify 
you otherwise.

Please notify us if you: 
• Want to cancel this declaration  
• Change your name or home address  
• No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or 

capital gains

X

OR
Use eBanking to set up a regular payment
Sorting Code 30-99-86

Greek Animal Rescue 07466897

Reference Please enter YOUR name
Please send this declaration to us with your name 
and address overleaf to enable us to claim Giftaid

Bankers Standing Order and Gift Aid Declaration 
Please send completed forms to:

Greek Animal Rescue, PO Box 336, Woodbridge, Suffolk, IP13 0WR

Greek Animal RescueGreek Animal Rescue  - Subscription or Donation- Subscription or Donation
I would like to Subscribe / Donate (delete as appropriate) to Greek Animal Rescue 

Subscription:  £17
Concessions: £10
Non UK:         $35
                  Or €30

£PLEASE TELL 
US HOW YOU 
PAY

I enclose a cheque payable to GAR X
I have paid through PayPal Please advise us by 

email: info@
greekanimalrescue.comI have set up an eBanking payment

Y
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 D
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IL
S Title (Mr, Mrs etc.) Name

Address 1

Address 2

Town/City Postcode

County Telephone

E Mail

GDPR
Communication 
Option

We will occasionally send you news of our work but will not share your 
details with any third party. To comply with the Government’s General 
Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), you can choose not to receive 
any communication from us including newsletters.  

To opt out of 
communication, 
please cross this 
box

X

RECEIPT To save administrative costs, GAR does not normally issue receipts.
Please cross this box if you require a receipt for your donation X
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CHARITY No. 80224
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a n i m a l a n i m a l 

Fe e d s  h i s  ow n  s o u lFe e d s  h i s  ow n  s o u l
Charlie ChaplinCharlie Chaplin


